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God Bless You, Dr. Kevorkian Aug 06 2020 The author of Slaughterhouse Five and Jailbird jumps back and
forth from the afterlife to interview Sir Isaac Newton, Clarence Darrow, William Shakespeare, and his own
character, Kilgore Trout, in this humorous look at death.
The Sirens of Titan Aug 25 2019 Originally published: New York: Delacorte Press, c1959.
Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-five May 03 2020 Presents a collection of critical essays about Kurt
Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-five.
Happy Birthday, Wanda June Jun 23 2019 “Richly and often pertinently funny [with] a sure instinct for the
carefully considered irrelevance . . . a great deal of incidental hilarity [and] inspired idiocy.”—The New York
Times Happy Birthday Wanda June was Kurt Vonnegut’s first play, which premiered in New York in 1970 and
was then adapted into a film in 1971. It is a darkly humorous and searing examination of the excesses of
capitalism, patriotism, toxic masculinity, and American culture in the post-Vietnam War era. Featuring behind-thescenes photographs from the original stage production, this play captures Vonnegut’s brilliantly distinct
perspective unlike we have ever seen it before. “A great artist.”—The Cincinnati Enquirer
Timequake Nov 20 2021 A New York Times Notable Book from the acclaimed author of Slaughterhouse-Five,
Breakfast of Champions, and Cat's Cradle. At 2:27pm on February 13th of the year 2001, the Universe suffered a
crisis in self-confidence. Should it go on expanding indefinitely? What was the point? There's been a timequake.
And everyone—even you—must live the decade between February 17, 1991 and February 17, 2001 over again. The
trick is that we all have to do exactly the same things as we did the first time—minute by minute, hour by hour,
year by year, betting on the wrong horse again, marrying the wrong person again. Why? You'll have to ask the old
science fiction writer, Kilgore Trout. This was all his idea.
And So It Goes Mar 01 2020 A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction
Book for 2011 The first authoritative biography of Kurt Vonnegut Jr., a writer who changed the conversation of
American literature. In 2006, Charles Shields reached out to Kurt Vonnegut in a letter, asking for his endorsement

for a planned biography. The first response was no ("A most respectful demurring by me for the excellent writer
Charles J. Shields, who offered to be my biographer"). Unwilling to take no for an answer, propelled by a passion
for his subject, and already deep into his research, Shields wrote again and this time, to his delight, the answer
came back: "O.K." For the next year—a year that ended up being Vonnegut's last—Shields had access to Vonnegut
and his letters. And So It Goes is the culmination of five years of research and writing—the first-ever biography of
the life of Kurt Vonnegut. Vonnegut resonates with readers of all generations from the baby boomers who grew
up with him to high-school and college students who are discovering his work for the first time. Vonnegut's
concise collection of personal essays, Man Without a Country, published in 2006, spent fifteen weeks on the New
York Times bestseller list and has sold more than 300,000 copies to date. The twenty-first century has seen
interest in and scholarship about Vonnegut's works grow even stronger, and this is the first book to examine in full
the life of one of the most influential iconoclasts of his time.
New Critical Essays on Kurt Vonnegut Dec 30 2019 Kurt Vonnegut's darkly comic work became a symbol for
the counterculture of a generation. From his debut novel, Player Piano (1951) through seminal 1960's novels such
as Cat's Cradle (1963) and Slaughterhouse-Five (1969) up to the recent success of A Man Without A Country
(2005), Vonnegut's writing has remained commercially popular, offering a satirical yet optimistic outlook on
modern life. Though many fellow writers admired Vonnegut - Gore Vidal famously suggesting that "Kurt was
never dull" - the academic establishment has tended to retain a degree of scepticism concerning the validity of his
work. This dynamic collection aims to re-evaluate Vonnegut's position as an integral part of the American postwar cannon of literature.
Cat's Cradle Jan 23 2022 “A free-wheeling vehicle . . . an unforgettable ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s
Cradle is Kurt Vonnegut’s satirical commentary on modern man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this
planet’s ultimate fate, it features a midget as the protagonist, a complete, original theology created by a calypso
singer, and a vision of the future that is at once blackly fatalistic and hilariously funny. A book that left an
indelible mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s Cradle is one of the twentieth century’s most important
works—and Vonnegut at his very best. “[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable social satirist.”—Harper’s
Magazine “Our finest black-humorist . . . We laugh in self-defense.”—Atlantic Monthly
Palm Sunday Aug 18 2021 “[Kurt Vonnegut] is either the funniest serious writer around or the most serious
funny writer.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review In this self-portrait by an American genius, Kurt Vonnegut
writes with beguiling wit and poignant wisdom about his favorite comedians, country music, a dead friend, a dead
marriage, and various cockamamie aspects of his all-too-human journey through life. This is a work that resonates
with Vonnegut’s singular voice: the magic sound of a born storyteller mesmerizing us with truth. “Vonnegut is at
the top of his form, and it is wonderful.”—Newsday
Wampeters, Foma & Granfalloons Sep 30 2022
The Comedian as Confidence Man Apr 01 2020 In this lively and fascinating analysis of humorists and their
work, Will Kaufman breaks new ground with his irony fatigue theory. The Comedian as Confidence Man
examines the humorist's internal conflict between the social critic who demands to be taken seriously and the
comedian who never can be: the irony fatigue condition. Concentrating on eight American literary and performing
comedians from the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, this study explores the irony fatigue affect that seems to
pervade the work of comedians—those particular social observers who are obliged to promise, "Only kidding,
folks," even when they may not be; in G. B. Shaw's words, they must "put things in such a way as to make people
who would otherwise hang them believe they are joking." If these social observers are obliged to become, in
effect, confidence men, with irony as the satiric weapon that both attacks and diverts, then the implications are
great for those social critics who above all wish to be heeded.
Kurt Vonnegut's America Mar 25 2022 Kurt Vonnegut's death in 2007 marked the passing of a major force in
American life and letters. Jerome Klinkowitz, one of the earliest and most prolific authorities on Vonnegut,
examines the long dialogue between the author and American culture—a conversation that produced fourteen
novels and hundreds of short stories and essays. Kurt Vonnegut's America integrates discussion of the fiction,
essays, and lectures with personal exchanges and biographical sketches to map the complex symbiotic relationship
between Vonnegut's work and the cultural context from which it emerged—and which it in turn helped shape.
Following an introduction characterizing Vonnegut as Klinkowitz came to know him over the course of their

friendship, this study charts the impact of Vonnegut on American society and of that society on Vonnegut for
more than a half-century to illustrate how each informed the other. Among his artistic peers, Vonnegut was
uniquely gifted at anticipating and articulating the changing course of American culture. Kurt Vonnegut's America
shows us that Vonnegut achieved greatness by passing his own test—opening the eyes of his audience to help them
better understand their roles and possibilities in the common culture they both shared and crafted.
Slapstick or Lonesome No More! Dec 22 2021 “Some of the best and most moving Vonnegut.”—San Francisco
Chronicle Slapstick presents an apocalyptic vision as seen through the eyes of the current King of Manhattan (and
last President of the United States), a wickedly irreverent look at the all-too-possible results of today’s follies. But
even the end of life-as-we-know-it is transformed by Kurt Vonnegut’s pen into hilarious farce—a final slapstick
that may be the Almighty’s joke on us all. “Both funny and sad . . . just about perfect.”—Los Angeles Times
“Imaginative and hilarious . . . a brilliant vision of our wrecked, wacked-out future.”—Hartford Courant
Wampeters, Foma & Granfalloons Aug 30 2022 Wampeters, Foma & Granfalloons is a rare opportunity to
experience Kurt Vonnegut speaking in his own voice about his own life, his views of the world, his writing, and
the writing of others. An indignant, outrageous, witty, deeply felt collection of reviews, essays, and speeches, this
is a window not only into Vonnegut’s mind but also into his heart. “A book filled with madness and truth and
absurdity and self-revelation . . . [Vonnegut is] a great cosmic comedian and rattler of human skeletons, an idealist
disguised as a pessimist.”—St. Louis Post-Dispatch Includes the following essays, speeches, and works: “Science
Fiction” “Brief Encounters on the Inland Waterway” “Hello, Star Vega” “Teaching the Unteachable” “Yes, We
Have No Nirvanas” “Fortitude” “‘There’s a Maniac Loose Out There’” “Excelsior! We’re Going to the Moon!
Excelsior!” “Address to the American Physical Society” “Good Missiles, Good Manners, Good Night” “Why
They Read Hesse” “Oversexed in Indianapolis” “The Mysterious Madame Blavatsky” “Biafra: A People
Betrayed” “Address to Graduating Class at Bennington College, 1970” “Torture and Blubber” “Address to the
National Institute of Arts and Letters, 1971” “Reflections on my Own Death” “In a Manner that Must Shame God
Himself” “Thinking Unthinkable, Speaking Unspeakable” “Address at Rededication of Wheaton College Library,
1973” “Invite Rita Rait to America!” “Address to P.E.N. Conference in Stockholm, 1973” “A Political Disease”
“Playboy Interview”
At Millennium's End Apr 25 2022 Collected essays by noted scholars covering the breadth and influence of
Kurt Vonnegut's literature.
Player Piano Jul 05 2020 “A funny, savage appraisal of a totally automated American society of the future.”—San
Francisco Chronicle Kurt Vonnegut’s first novel spins the chilling tale of engineer Paul Proteus, who must find a
way to live in a world dominated by a supercomputer and run completely by machines. Paul’s rebellion is vintage
Vonnegut—wildly funny, deadly serious, and terrifyingly close to reality. Praise for Player Piano “An exuberant,
crackling style . . . Vonnegut is a black humorist, fantasist and satirist, a man disposed to deep and comic
reflection on the human dilemma.”—Life “His black logic . . . gives us something to laugh about and much to
fear.”—The New York Times Book Review
Wampeters Foma and Granfalloons Jul 29 2022 Essays, reviews, and speeches by the celebrated novelist
candidly reveal his views on life, his works, and people
Slaughterhouse-Five Sep 26 2019 A special fiftieth anniversary edition of Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, “a
desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront the monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time), featuring a
new introduction by Kevin Powers, author of the National Book Award finalist The Yellow Birds Selected by the
Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the
world’s great antiwar books. Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the
result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had
witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire
in an account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee.
As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences time
travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero
in American literature, a reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored by
some libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s
writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the transgressive wit—that have

inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the world around them but to find the confidence to
say something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien,
Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in
Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young
people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate
American writer of our century, who offers us . . . a model of the kind of compassionate thinking that might yet
save us from ourselves.” More than fifty years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam War,
Vonnegut’s portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous,
and profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our own era’s uncertainties.
Kurt Vonnegut and the American Novel Jan 29 2020
Mother Night Oct 27 2019 “Vonnegut is George Orwell, Dr. Caligari and Flash Gordon compounded into one
writer . . . a zany but moral mad scientist.”—Time Mother Night is a daring challenge to our moral sense.
American Howard W. Campbell, Jr., a spy during World War II, is now on trial in Israel as a Nazi war criminal.
But is he really guilty? In this brilliant book rife with true gallows humor, Vonnegut turns black and white into a
chilling shade of gray with a verdict that will haunt us all. “A great artist.”—Cincinnati Enquirer “A shaking up in
the kaleidoscope of laughter . . . Reading Vonnegut is addictive!”—Commonweal
The Vonnegut Effect Jan 11 2021 Kurt Vonnegut is one of the few American writers since Mark Twain to have
won and sustained a great popular acceptance while boldly introducing new themes and forms on the literary
cutting edge. This is the "Vonnegut effect" that Jerome Klinkowitz finds unique among postmodernist authors. In
this innovative study of the author's fiction, Klinkowitz examines the forces in American life that have made
Vonnegut's works possible. Vonnegut shared with readers a world that includes the expansive timeline from the
Great Depression, during which his family lost their economic support, through the countercultural revolt of the
1960s, during which his fiction first gained prominence. Vonnegut also explored the growth in recent decades of
America's sway in art, which his fiction celebrates, and geopolitics, which his novels question. A pioneer in
Vonnegut studies, Jerome Klinkowitz offers The Vonnegut Effect as a thorough treatment of the author's fiction—a
canon covering more than a half century and comprising twenty books. Considering both Vonnegut's methods and
the cultural needs they have served, Klinkowitz explains how those works came to be written and concludes with
an assessment of the author's place in American fiction.
Something Happened Mar 13 2021 Bob Slocum, an average, middle-aged man with a good job, slowly becomes
more and more unhappy with the routine of his life.
The Dictionary of Made-Up Languages Nov 28 2019 Can you converse in Klingon? Ask an Elf the time of day?
Greet a speaker of Esperanto? These are among the more than 100 constructed languages you'll find in this book.
For each one, author Stephen D. Rogers provides vocabulary, grammatical features, background information on
the language and its inventor, and fascinating facts. What's more, easy-to-follow guidelines show you how to
construct your own made-up language--everything from building vocabulary to making up a grammar. So pick up
this dictionary! In no time, you'll be telling your friends, "Tsun oe nga-hu ni-Na'vi pangkxo a fì-'u oe-ru prrte' lu."
("It's a pleasure to be able to chat with you in Navi.")
God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater Oct 20 2021 “[Vonnegut] at his wildest best.”—The New York Times Book
Review Eliot Rosewater—drunk, volunteer fireman, and President of the fabulously rich Rosewater Foundation—is
about to attempt a noble experiment with human nature . . . with a little help from writer Kilgore Trout. God Bless
You, Mr. Rosewater is Kurt Vonnegut’s funniest satire, an etched-in-acid portrayal of the greed, hypocrisy, and
follies of the flesh we are all heir to. “A brilliantly funny satire on almost everything.”—Conrad Aiken “[Vonnegut
was] our finest black humorist. . . . We laugh in self-defense.”—The Atlantic Monthly
Bluebeard Dec 10 2020 “Ranks with Vonnegut’s best and goes one step beyond . . . joyous, soaring
fiction.”—The Atlanta Journal and Constitution Broad humor and bitter irony collide in this fictional
autobiography of Rabo Karabekian, who, at age seventy-one, wants to be left alone on his Long Island estate with
the secret he has locked inside his potato barn. But then a voluptuous young widow badgers Rabo into telling his
life story—and Vonnegut in turn tells us the plain, heart-hammering truth about man’s careless fancy to create or
destroy what he loves. Praise for Bluebeard “Vonnegut is at his edifying best.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer “The
quicksilver mind of Vonnegut is at it again. . . . He displays all his talents—satire, irony, ridicule, slapstick, and

even a shaggy dog story of epic proportions.”—The Cincinnati Post “[Kurt Vonnegut is] a voice you can trust to
keep poking holes in the social fabric.”—San Francisco Chronicle “It has the qualities of classic Bosch and
Slaughterhouse Vonnegut. . . . Bluebeard is uncommonly feisty.”—USA Today “Is Bluebeard good? Yes! . . . This
is vintage Vonnegut—good wine from his best grapes.”—The Detroit News “A joyride . . . Vonnegut is more
fascinated and puzzled than angered by the human stupidities and contradictions he discerns so keenly. So hop in
his rumble seat. As you whiz along, what you observe may provide some new perspectives.”—Kansas City Star
The Sirens of Titan Feb 21 2022 “[Kurt Vonnegut’s] best book . . . He dares not only ask the ultimate question
about the meaning of life, but to answer it.”—Esquire Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s
The Great American Read The Sirens of Titan is an outrageous romp through space, time, and morality. The
richest, most depraved man on Earth, Malachi Constant, is offered a chance to take a space journey to distant
worlds with a beautiful woman at his side. Of course there’ s a catch to the invitation–and a prophetic vision
about the purpose of human life that only Vonnegut has the courage to tell. “Reading Vonnegut is
addictive!”—Commonweal
Forgotten Sci-Fi Classics Feb 09 2021 MDP Publishing has once again compiled a collection of 6 stories from
some of history's most prolific Science Fiction icons. These stories were originally published by Galaxy Science
Fiction Magazine in the 1950's. Stories include the 3 part full length novel The Fireman, by Ray Bradbury, the
original story that his famous Farenheit 451 was based upon! Other stories include Arthur C. Clarke's The Stroke
of the Sun, Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.'s The Big Trip Up Yonder, and two short stories by Academy Award-winning actor
Alan Arkin. With all of the originally artwork from each issue of Galaxy, you can experience these stories the
same way science fiction fans from the 1950's did! Look for more editions of MDP'sGalaxy's Science Fiction
series, available now at e-retailers worldwide.
A Man Without a Country Apr 13 2021 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “For all those who have lived
with Vonnegut in their imaginations . . . this is what he is like in person.”–USA Today In a volume that is
penetrating, introspective, incisive, and laugh-out-loud funny, one of the great men of letters of this age–or any
age–holds forth on life, art, sex, politics, and the state of America’s soul. From his coming of age in America, to
his formative war experiences, to his life as an artist, this is Vonnegut doing what he does best: Being himself.
Whimsically illustrated by the author, A Man Without a Country is intimate, tender, and brimming with the scope
of Kurt Vonnegut’s passions. Praise for A Man Without a Country “[This] may be as close as Vonnegut ever
comes to a memoir.”–Los Angeles Times “Like [that of] his literary ancestor Mark Twain, [Kurt Vonnegut’s]
crankiness is good-humored and sharp-witted. . . . [Reading A Man Without a Country is] like sitting down on the
couch for a long chat with an old friend.”–The New York Times Book Review “Filled with [Vonnegut’s] usual
contradictory mix of joy and sorrow, hope and despair, humor and gravity.”–Chicago Tribune “Fans will linger
on every word . . . as once again [Vonnegut] captures the complexity of the human condition with stunning
calligraphic simplicity.”–The Australian “Thank God, Kurt Vonnegut has broken his promise that he will never
write another book. In this wondrous assemblage of mini-memoirs, we discover his family’s legacy and his
obstinate, unfashionable humanism.”–Studs Terkel
Conversations with Kurt Vonnegut May 15 2021 Gathers interviews with Vonnegut from each period of his
career and offers a brief profile of his life and accomplishments.
Deadeye Dick Jul 25 2019 “The master at his quirky, provocative best.”—Cosmopolitan Deadeye Dick is Kurt
Vonnegut’s funny, chillingly satirical look at the death of innocence. Amid a true Vonnegutian host of horrors—a
double murder, a fatal dose of radioactivity, a decapitation, an annihilation of a city by a neutron bomb—Rudy
Waltz, aka Deadeye Dick, takes us along on a zany search for absolution and happiness. Here is a tale of crime
and punishment that makes us rethink what we believe . . . and who we say we are. Praise for Deadeye Dick “A
moving fable . . . Vonnegut, sweet cynic and ugly duckling, continues to write gentle swan songs for our uncivil
society.”—Playboy “A brilliantly unconventional novel . . . a must for all Vonnegut fans.”—Worcester Sunday
Telegram “Hits the bull’s-eye . . . dolefully celebrates the randomness of life, treating private and public disasters
with a kind of reckless whimsy. . . . You don’t read Kurt Vonnegut for meaning exactly. You read him for the sadfunny attitude of mind, the kind of weirdness that can interpret the world’s weirdness.”—USA Today “Vonnegut
is beguiling as ever . . . Incredible plot constructions and inventive language continue to leap from his typewriter .
. . the humor is natural and inborn; the insight usually purchased by his characters at painfully high cost. Funny

how life turns out. Even funnier how Mr. Vonnegut turns life’s insanities into funny, profound sense. That takes a
master’s touch. Mr. Vonnegut still has it.”—Kansas City Star “Playful and imaginative . . . On finishing the novel,
the kitchen of your mind is a cleaner and more well-lighted place than it was before.”—Houston Chronicle
“Endearing and enchanting . . . a wise and charming book . . . very full of life.”—Glamour
Slaughterhouse-Five Jun 03 2020 Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, Slaughterhouse-Five is “a desperate, painfully
honest attempt to confront the monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time). Selected by the Modern
Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s
great antiwar books. Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the result of
what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed as an
American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an account
of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As Vonnegut
had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or
coming “unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in
American literature, a reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored by some
libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s writing—the
political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the transgressive wit—that have inspired
generations of readers not just to look differently at the world around them but to find the confidence to say
something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien,
Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in
Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young
people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate
American writer of our century, who offers us . . . a model of the kind of compassionate thinking that might yet
save us from ourselves.” More than fifty years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam War,
Vonnegut’s portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous,
and profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our own era’s uncertainties.
Vonnegut in Fact May 27 2022 Vonnegut in Fact offers a thorough assessment of the artistry of Kurt Vonnegut,
known not only as the best-selling author of Slaughterhouse-Five, Timequake, and a dozen other novels, but also
as the most widely recognized public spokesperson among writers since Mark Twain. Jerome Klinkowitz traces
the emergence of Vonnegut's nonfiction since the 1960s, when commentary and feature journalism replaced the
rapidly dying short story market. Offering close readings and insightful criticism of Vonnegut's three major works
of nonfiction, his many uncollected pieces, and his unique manner of public speaking, Klinkowitz explains how
Vonnegut's personal visions developed into a style of great public responsibility that mirrored the growth of his
fiction. Klinkowitz views his subject as a gentle manipulator of popular forms and an extremely personable figure;
what might seem radically innovative and even iconoclastic in his fiction becomes comfortably avuncular and
familiarly American when followed to its roots in his public spokesmanship.
Breakfast of Champions Sep 18 2021 “Marvelous . . . [Vonnegut] wheels out all the complaints about America
and makes them seem fresh, funny, outrageous, hateful and lovable.”—The New York Times In Breakfast of
Champions, one of Kurt Vonnegut’s most beloved characters, the aging writer Kilgore Trout, finds to his horror
that a Midwest car dealer is taking his fiction as truth. What follows is murderously funny satire, as Vonnegut
looks at war, sex, racism, success, politics, and pollution in America and reminds us how to see the truth. “Freewheeling, wild and great . . . uniquely Vonnegut.”—Publishers Weekly
2BR02B Jun 15 2021 Regarded by critics and fans alike as one of the most accomplished and witty social
commentators of the twentieth century, all of Kurt Vonnegut's unique strengths as a writer shine in the short
fiction piece 2BR02B. The title is a clever take on Hamlet's famous rhetorical question, "To be or not to be?" In
this brave new world, it's the phone number one calls to schedule an assisted suicide or termination -- both of
which are commonplace occurrences in a time when the population is strictly controlled by government mandate.
Wampeters, Foma & Granfalloons Nov 01 2022 Wampeters, Foma & Granfalloons is a rare opportunity to
experience Kurt Vonnegut speaking in his own voice about his own life, his views of the world, his writing, and
the writing of others. An indignant, outrageous, witty, deeply felt collection of reviews, essays, and speeches, this
is a window not only into Vonnegut’s mind but also into his heart. “A book filled with madness and truth and

absurdity and self-revelation . . . [Vonnegut is] a great cosmic comedian and rattler of human skeletons, an idealist
disguised as a pessimist.”—St. Louis Post-Dispatch Includes the following essays, speeches, and works: “Science
Fiction” “Brief Encounters on the Inland Waterway” “Hello, Star Vega” “Teaching the Unteachable” “Yes, We
Have No Nirvanas” “Fortitude” “‘There’s a Maniac Loose Out There’” “Excelsior! We’re Going to the Moon!
Excelsior!” “Address to the American Physical Society” “Good Missiles, Good Manners, Good Night” “Why
They Read Hesse” “Oversexed in Indianapolis” “The Mysterious Madame Blavatsky” “Biafra: A People
Betrayed” “Address to Graduating Class at Bennington College, 1970” “Torture and Blubber” “Address to the
National Institute of Arts and Letters, 1971” “Reflections on my Own Death” “In a Manner that Must Shame God
Himself” “Thinking Unthinkable, Speaking Unspeakable” “Address at Rededication of Wheaton College Library,
1973” “Invite Rita Rait to America!” “Address to P.E.N. Conference in Stockholm, 1973” “A Political Disease”
“Playboy Interview”
Hocus Pocus Oct 08 2020 From the New York Times bestselling author of Slaughterhouse-Five comes an
irresistible novel that combines “clever wit with keen social observation...[and] re-establishes Mr. Vonnegut’s
place as the Mark Twain of our times” (Atlanta Journal & Constitution). Here is the adventure of Eugene Debs
Hartke. He’s a Vietnam veteran, a jazz pianist, a college professor, and a prognosticator of the apocalypse (and
other things Earth-shattering). But that’s neither here nor there. Because at Tarkington College—where he
teaches—the excrement is about to hit the air-conditioning. And it’s all Eugene’s fault.
Cat's Cradle Jul 17 2021 “A free-wheeling vehicle . . . an unforgettable ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s
Cradle is Kurt Vonnegut’s satirical commentary on modern man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this
planet’s ultimate fate, it features a midget as the protagonist, a complete, original theology created by a calypso
singer, and a vision of the future that is at once blackly fatalistic and hilariously funny. A book that left an
indelible mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s Cradle is one of the twentieth century’s most important
works—and Vonnegut at his very best. “[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable social satirist.”—Harper’s
Magazine “Our finest black-humorist . . . We laugh in self-defense.”—Atlantic Monthly
Like Shaking Hands with God Nov 08 2020 Rarely have two writers spoken so candidly about the intersection
where the lives they live meet the art they practice. That these two writers happen to be Kurt Vonnegut and Lee
Stringer make this an historic and joyous occasion. A little book filled with human, profound and beautiful
musings on life.
Behaving Decently Jun 27 2022 Kurt Vonnegut and humanism go hand in hand. In Behaving Decently: Kurt
Vonnegut’s Humanism, Wayne Laufert examines how Vonnegut revealed his moral philosophy through the
themes and characters in his work and through his public comments. Topic by topic, Vonnegut’s written and
spoken views are explored, from his first novel, Player Piano (1952), through his antiwar masterpiece,
Slaughterhouse-Five (1969), to the collections of his fiction and nonfiction that appear up till today, long after his
death in 2007. His speeches, essays, interviews, and journalism, which support and expand upon the sentiments in
his novels, receive proper consideration in this conversational overview of Vonnegut’s life and career. Religion,
war, politics, science, art—these subjects and more are seen through Vonnegut’s perspective and are placed within
a larger humanistic outlook. His most famous creation, the old science fiction writer Kilgore Trout, gets his own
chapter too. Vonnegut called himself a “Christ-worshiping agnostic,” a term that Behaving Decently analyzes in
the context of his upbringing as a freethinker, his wartime experience, his time in the corporate world, and other
factors that formed his values. Those values are perhaps best expressed by his character Eliot Rosewater, the
damaged, super-rich philanthropist: “God damn it, you’ve got to be kind.” Vonnegut’s real and imagined selves
were incorporated into Kurt Vonnegut the author, the public speaker, the interview subject, and even the character
that appears in some of his books. After all, he wrote, “I myself am a work of fiction.” That funny, wise,
sometimes depressed persona was humanistic. Behaving Decently shows the reader how Kurt Vonnegut reminded
us to take small steps along hopeful paths to kindness and community and dignity and art—and farting around.
Democracy's Literature Sep 06 2020 American literature is profoundly, almost inescapably political. In this
fascinating new anthology of original essays, ten leading scholars explore the ways in which American civic
education has been informally advanced through literature. Delving into the works of authors ranging from Mark
Twain to William Faulkner to Octavia Butler, these essays reflect on the close relationship between democracy
and literature.
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